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Wrestling As You Like It 


How to Wrestle 

Roger Hornsby, one of the great- 
est batting and fielding stars in 
the history of baseball is running 
a series of articles on “How to Play 
Baseball” in several newspapers. 
It seems to us that some well known 
and proven star wrestler could do 
likewise in a series “How to Wres- 
tle”. 

We believe, many newspapers 
would be glad to run the series so 
as to teach the kids how to defend 
themselves. 


The Clever Wrestlers 

Dallas, Tex.—Rough and gruff 
wrestlers are welcomed with open 
arms in Texas where some mighty 
wrestling prevails. Nevertheless 
the fans are always glad to see 
the clever and sportsmanlike ath- 
letes in action too. 

Such a wrestler is Larry Chene, 
of Detroit. The dark haired, pleas- 
ing Michigan star is like a breeze 
of fresh air when he enters the 
ring. His clever style and execu- 
tion of aerial tactics on the style 
of Argentina Rocca are appreciated 
in this world of hectic and turbu- 
lent grappling. 
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HANAKO SAN 


A Letter from Hanako 

Hanako San, girl servant to the 
Great Yamato has written this 
magazine from Japan of her activ- 
ities and we set them down as fol- 
lows: 

Yutsushelo, Kumamoto, Japan. 
Dear Mr. Axman: 

Many thanks for the copy of 
WRESTLING STARS. I enjoyed 
it from cover to cover. I am hav- 
ing a very enjoyable visit with 
my family. 

I spent two weeks in Tokyo hav- 
ing a lot of new kimonos made for 
both myself and The Great Yamato. 
I also took a bunch of new pictures. 
I am anxious to return to the States 
and I am afraid that in my ab- 
sence The Great Yamato will be 
living upon ice cream and sodas 
and his weight will jump from 230 
to 300 pounds. 

I will send some pictures as soon 
as I return from Tokyo. Sincerely, 


Hanako San. 


A Worthy Charity 

The Fred Kohler Cardiac Club 
was formed to join in the fight 
against Heart Disease. Fred is 
president and Jack Brickhouse is 
treasurer. Fans who contribute to 
fight heart disease may do so by 
sending a contribution to the Chi- 


cago Heart Association and they 
may send their check or money 
order to this organization at Mari- 
gold, Chicago 13, Illinois. 

The contributors will receive a 
Fred Kohler Cardiac Club mem- 
bership card signed by Fred Kohler 
and Jack Brickhouse. 

A Record Win Streak 

St. Paul—Huge Karl Karlsson 
points to the fact that no wrestler 
has ever stayed over ten minutes 
in a match with him in the North- 
west. Most of his foes have lasted 
three to nine minutes. He has one 
of the most sensational win streaks 
ever chalked up in Minneapolis or 
the surrounding territory. 

Handy With Fists 

Winnipeg—They say Joe Louis 
is still handy with his fists. In a 
match in Winnipeg in which he of- 
ficiated, the Brown Bomber got in 
a hassle with The Masked Marvel 
who was wrestling Bronko Nagur- 
ski. When the Masked Marvel re- 
fused to eliminate his rough ac- 
tions, Joe stepped in and floored 
the wrestler with a solid right to 
the jaw. 

Back in America 

New York—We understand that 
Argentina Rocca has arrived back 
in the United States after being in 
Caracas, Venezuela for a period of 
time. The man with the flying 
feet was delayed in South America 
for a while causing him to cancel 
several American commitments. 
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Our Cover 


We believe that Gorgeous 
George demands recognition. 
The fabulous Orchid Man is 
still drawing big gates in the 
nation’s wrestling arenas. 

This generation has seen a 
figure of grandeur in the 
Hollywood Beau Brummel. 
Gorgeous George with his 
valet, his hair stylists, his 
beauticians and other entour- 
age amaze and delight the 
customers, giving them a 
thrill that borders on a spec- 
tacle. 

During the past fifteen 
years, Gorgeous George has 
done alright for himself and 
besides his other assets he 
owns two turkey ranches, an 
Orchid Cadillac, a home and 
a wardrobe that runs into 
thousands of dollars. 
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Wrestling seems to universal sport throughout the entire 
world. Our latest report from India is to the effect that as many as 
twenty-five thousand fans attend a show. The fans of India enjoy 
tournaments as well as the fans in the United States, Canada or Hawaii. 


Many wrestlers from the U.S.A. travel to India to profit from these 
large crowds. Flash Gordon, once a top card in the United States is 
finding a second fortune in Bombay and other leading Indian cities. 
Argentina Rocca is always welcome in South America and he recently 
journeyed to Caracas, Venezuela to draw as many as thirty thousand 
at his matches. In fact there are 
U.S.A. wrestlers shuttling back 
and forth to Venezuela weekly 
and the fans in that part of the 
world enjoy the American stars. 

Hawaii is another profitable 
place for the U.S.A. grapplers. 
Bobby Bruns has been over there 
for years and is wrapping up a 
tidy sum fox his appearance in 
the land where the Waikiki Beach 
is world famous. The wrestlers 
from the U.S.A. can also com- 
bine their vacations with their 
wrestling in visiting these foreign 
countries. 

The same goes for the foreign 
wrestlers coming to the United 
States to become great drawing 
cards. This is not better illus- 
trated than in the case of Pat O’Connor who came here unheralded as 
an amateur from New Zealand and promptly made good. Pat is now 
in the fifty thousand dollar class. Other great wrestlers from “Down 
Under” are Ken Kenneth and Jack Carter. They made good here and 
no doubt have written other athletes in their native land to journey to 
the United States. 


PRIMO CARNERA 


In other years the wrestlers who made fortunes in this country 
were Dick and Paul Shikat from Germany, Kola Kwariani from Russia, 
George Hackenschmidt from Russia, Hans Steinke, Hans Kaempfer, 
Primo Carnera and many others. We understand that Hackenschmidt 
is still living and resides in England. 


Many times fans write us and ask where certain wrestlers are now 
appearing. We go to press two weeks ahead of time and if we state a 
certain grappler is in New York, Chicago or Tennessee, he may be in 
Venezuela or even Australia by the time the reader sees it in print. 
For that reason it is hard to give information on any wrestler as to 
his whereabouts. Many of the American stars think nothing of hopping 
to Montreal, Toronto and Quebec by aeroplane in twelve hours. By the 
time we state they are in Canada we notice that they are back in the 
“States.” So it is pretty hard to keep their activities in print. 


One nice thing about the wrestling fraternity is the fact that when 
a wrestler is pretty well through in the United States he can journey 
to a foreign clime and get a new lease on life. We have several in 
mind who are big drawing cards in other countries and were down to 
the preliminary class in the United States. More power to them! 


WRESTLING FANS 
HAVE SONG 


A new tuneful song has been 
recorded in honor of America’s 
wrestling fans. It is a Lowery 
recording called “Wrestling Polka.” 
The singers on the record are The 
Satisfiers, one of America’s most 
tuneful combinations. 

“Wrestling Polka” has a swing 
to it that will sweep the country 
within a short while. The song 
“Ridin” also sung by The Satis- 
fiers, is on the other side of the 
record. 


A NEW PRESIDENT 


Fred Kohler, America’s number 
one wrestling promoter, has been 
installed as President of the Up- 
town Lions Club in Chicago. 

Mr. Kohler’s installation took 
place Saturday night, June 12th in 
the Lake Shore Athletic Club. 
Hundreds of Lions and their guests 
were present. Mr. Kohler in his 
new capacity succeeds Mr. Jack 
Bernhard who turned the office 
over to Mr. Kohler in an auspicious 
ceremony. 

Kohler presides at his first meet- 
ing as President on July Ist in the 
Edgewater Beach Hotel. Meetings 
of the organization are held every 
Thursday at the hotel. 


Then there was the lawyer who 
joined the nudist colony because he 
had lost all his suits. 
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SEND MAIL ORDERS 


Promoter Fred Kohler’s next 
major wrestling card in the Am- 
phitheatre will be held on Friday 
night, July 9th. 

An all star card will be featured 
for midwest fans. 

Order your tickets now! Reserved 
seats are priced at $5 and $3 all 
taxes paid. 

Send your check or money order 
together with a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to the Fred 
Kohler Enterprises, Inc., 817 Grace 
Street, Chicago 13, Illinois. 

For those who want speedy and 
safe service add seventy-five cents 
over and above the cost of the 
tickets and they will be sent to you 
by registered mail. 
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Wrestling As You Like It 


By Norman Reissman 


To look at Art Neilsen and 
Reggie Lisowski, you’d get a first 
impression they were just clean 
overgrown boys. That is, before 
they step into a wrestling arena. 
Then the feeling exists that maybe 
they learned a few tricks from a 
jungle lion. 

They wrestle as a tag team. 
They are recognized as the world’s 
champions, but never has the 
wrestling game produced a com- 
bine that the public has hated so 
intensely. Several times in recent 
months they’ve had to escape with 
their lives from irate citizens after 


messing up local favorites. Such 
hatred, nonetheless, has meant 
packed houses in more than 20 
states. 


It’s a South-and-North alliance 
here. And in both sectors, the 
blond giants do not exactly draw 
the love of patrons. 


_ NEILSEN AND LISOWSKI 


Hails From South 


Neilsen is from Gaw’gia, al- 
though he was born in Michigan. 
During his 12 years down South, 
he held the Dixie heavyweight 
crown, and was almost lynched for 
his gouging, brute-like actions such 
as trying to tear a man’s mouth 
apart. “Animal!” they screamed at 
him. He came out of the circus 
field, where he was a rough-and- 
tumble man for small stakes. He 
weighs 235 pounds, six feet two 
inches. At times he has wound up 
a match battling the ringsiders. 
Choosing Reggie Lisowski as a tag 
partner was a stroke of genius for 
Art. Here was a guy just as mean 
as himself, 


Lisowski weighs 248, stands six 
feet one, possesses size 22 arms, 
the largest in all sports. He was 
a weight-lifting champ in Mil- 
waukee, a bricklayer, a soldier who 
moved with the first infantry 


troops into Germany in the big 
invasion of 1945. He scowls, he 
roars when in action. He appears 
to hate the world. 

Evidently, Lisowski and Neilsen 
can only find friendship in one an- 
other during their long wrestling 
treks. “Who cares?” they say in 
unison. It’s not the friendliest of 
answers, but it typifies this wild 
combine. 


Meeting the Wrestlers 


Fans who have met wrestlers 
outside of the ring are given an 
insight at the intelligence of the 
athletes. The majority of the mat 
stars of today are college stars 
and their IQ is very high. 

Sometime ago a college professor 
and his wife were at the Marigold 
Arena in Chicago and requested 
that they be introduced to Verne 
Gagne, the TV United States 
heavyweight champion. 

After a short interview with 
Verne, the professor and his wife 
stated they have a high regard for 
wrestlers. Verne, as you know is 
a graduate of the University of 
Minnesota and he keeps up with 
the events of the world. Gagne can 
discuss any subject, showing a 
tHorough knowledge of the matter. 

Gagne is just one of the many 
stars of today that keep up with 
current events and though some of 
the athletes are crude in their hard 
boiled actions in the ring they 
nevertheless are as well versed in 
the world’s problems as any top 
industrialist or scientist of the 
nation. 


Height No Guarantee 


Excessive height is not always a 
guarantee that a wrestler is power- 
ful. Some of the strongest athletes 
are under the six foot mark in 
height. 

The Mighty Atlas is only five 
feet, eight inches in height, while 
one of the other great powerful 
stars was Ali Baba, just five feet, 
five inches tall. Another great star 
of the olden days, Abe Coleman, 
was a midget compared to the 
Sky-Hi-Lees and the Yukon Erics. 
Coleman, like Ali Baba was five 
feet, five inches in height but was 
as powerful as any six foot heavy- 
weight grappler. The power of the 
shorter stars coupled with their 
speed made them potential threats 
at all times for victory. 
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By Dorothy Brydges 


Of all sports, wrestling has the 
largest number of “like father, like 
son” records and a few of these 
“chips off the old block” are Steve 
McGill, Bobby Managoff, Jack Pe- 
sek, Leo Garibaldi, Dick Steinborn, 
Reyes Gracia and Billy Varga. This 
past week, Steve McGill arrived on 
the local scene and his debut was 
sensational—he defeated pulveriz- 
ing Danny Plechas. Steve is the 
son of Pat McGill, one of the 
sport’s all-time greats, and was 
trained by his father from little on. 
He shows the benefits of that ex- 
pert instruction and has a thorough 
knowledge of all wrestling holds. 
He handles his 6312”, 227 pound 
frame very well in the ring and has 
the poise and assurance of a seas- 
oned grappler, although he has 
been a professional just a year. His 
favorite holds are the flying body 
scissors and airplane spin. 

Born in Nebraska 

Steve was born in Omaha, Neb., 
and was very active in sports dur- 
ing his school days there. Basket- 
ball was his forte and he was a 
member of the Holy Name High 
School basketball team which went 
on to win the State championship. 
He attended the University of Neb. 
for a year and a half and then 
transferred to Creighton Univers- 
ity in Omaha where he is studying 
to be a lawyer. After his profes- 
sional mat debut in Denver a year 
ago, he wrestled in the Colorado, 
Arizona and New Mexico territory 
during the rest of that summer. 
When college started in fall, he did 
some wrestling in North and South 
Dakota, Iowa, Nebraska and Kan- 
sas, and this summer he will do his 
grappling in northern California 
where he is already very popular 
with the fans. 


A Recent Arrival 

Another recent arrival in the 
area is Baron Riccardo Guiseppe 
Gattoni. An Italian by birth, he 
has traveled widely and speaks 
Spanish, French and English in ad- 
dition to his native Italian, He 
started wrestling professionally in 
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Omaha Pride 


STEVE McGILL 
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1945 and the following year won 
the international wrestling tourna- 
ment in Buenos Aires after defeat- 
ing opponents from 17 different 
countries. He was triumphant in 
South America and Europe and 
then came to United States. After 
many successes on the East Coast, 
he arrived in California and is un- 
defeated in his matches here. 


Enrique Torres was again the 
only wrestler in the area who could 
hold Lou Thesz to a draw during 
the Champion’s local appearances 
his week. Torres is unequalled for 
dazzling speed and brilliant action 


in the ring and he has given Thesz 
some of his closest matches. 

Leo Nomellini was successful in 
downing a 72-ounce steak and all 
the trimmings—salad, potatoes, etc. 
—within the hour time limit and so 
his dinner was free at Betty and 
Lee’s Steak House in Palo Alto. His 
time for the bout was 55 minutes. 


Hawaiian News 


Honolulu — This town recently 
had a hot match coming up be- 


‘ltween the Jungle Boy and Frog- 


man. They say the Jungle Boy 


comes from Borneo. 


Bobby Bruns, originally from 
Chicago, U.S.A., is going along 
wonderfully in his mat career. The 
veteran good looking grappler has 
found the fountain of youth some- 
where and Bobby continues to be a 
real threat to all other heavyweight 
challengers. 

Larry Moquin, of Canada, has 
found a home in Hawaii. Fans 
like him and he gets top spots in 
billing when he wrestles in Hono- 
lulu. 

Other wrestlers campaigning in 
Hawaii are Ed Gardenia, Rey Ur- 
bano, Eric Pedersen and Karl 
Von Schoberg. 


More people are run down by 
gossips than by automobiles. 


“Where Wrestlers Meet to Eat” 


DEWEY’S GRILL 


3775 NORTH BROADWAY 
CHICAGO 


— Open 24 Hours — 


1954 


Fred Kohler Cardiac Club 


MARIGOLD, CHICAGO 13 


IS A TEAM MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING AND HAS 


PRESIDENT ‘TREASURER 


9 


Bein te 


Heart Disease should be curbed. 


tion and mail to Marigold, Chicago 


Make your contributions to assist 


in the fight against a dreaded menace. 
Contribute—Whether a quarter or a hundred dollars—Do your share! 
Include your name and address with your contribution and we will 
mail you your membership card immediately. 
Make checks or money orders payable to—Chicago Heart Associa- 


13, TH. 
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| Standing six feet, eight inches tall, 
| with an 84-inch reach, and weigh- 
| ing almost 280 pounds, he’s in that 

exclusive class of “supermen” with 
| Wladek Kowalski, Bobo Brazil, Sky 


By Thomas J. Cummins, I.W.W.A. 


On their achievements as indi- 
viduals, you’d expect Wilbur Sny- 
der and Bobo Brazil, the new In- 
ternational TV Tag Team champ- 
ions, to be one of the great tag 
combinations; unfortunately, and 
at the risk of a great uproar from 
their many admirers, I must report 
they aren’t that good—yet. They’ve 
only worked as a team twice, and 
they don’t have the precision team- 
work which a great tag team must 
have. 

This was demonstrated Wednes- 
day, in the main event at the 
Olympic Auditorium, when the best 
they could get from the ex-champs, 
Al Lovelock and Tom Rice, was a 
draw. Bobo Brazil did most of the 
work, but it was Snyder who pulled 
a “Wild Red Berry” routine, com- 
ing in to apply the pinning hold, 
after Bob had softened up his man 
for him. That’s how the boys took 
the second fall. Brazil worked like 
a plow horse, setting up the fall 
with bulldog headlocks and head- 
butts, then Wilbur came in, gave 
it a couple of tackle blocks and was 
credited with the fall. 


Snyder Was Stranded 

When the breaks were going the 
other way, it seemed that Snyder 
was always stranded in the oppo- 
sition’s corner, getting his ears 
pinned back, and Bobo was unable 
to help him. Sandor Szabo was at 
ringside, giving advice and counsel, 
mainly to Wilbur, and screaming 
orders, which can also be heard by 
the other side. Snyder appears to 
be depending more and more on 


this “coaching” from Szabo, and is | 7 


losing some of his natural, hard 
driving potential ability. In other 
words, Wilbur did much better 
when he did his own thinking and 
Szabo wasn’t pulling the string 
quite so openly. 

Dave Levin’s intermission TV 
guests this week were Lord Athol 
Layton, Lady Layton and their two 
fine sons, Chris, 11 months, and 
John, 11 years old. John and his 
mother are Australians by birth, 
while Chris is Canadian, being born 


| one-time holder of the world’s un- 


since Layton brought his family to 
Canada. The family has only re-| 
cently moved down from Canada. 
Lady Layton, as is the case with 
most wrestler’s wives, is young, 
charming and very attractive. 
Wrestlers, who have their pick of 
the loveliest women, generally mar- 
ry the prettiest girls and have 
handsome children. 


Young Layton is already follow- 
ing his father’s athletic example. 
He’s being trained in swimming by 
an Olympic champion, Bill Fick, 


der water swimming championship 
for 168 yards in four minutes and 
some seconds. John has already 
won a number of swimming meets 
in Canada. 


An Extraordinary Man 
Lord Athol Layton is an extra- 
ordinary man, even in a sport 
where the unusual is the usual. 
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Two Personalities 


Film Tycoon Daryl F. Zanuck and 
Wrestler Joe Marsh in Conference. 
Marsh is in movie The Egyptian. | 
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| wrestlers. 


|ioned chewing tobacco! 
| ways carries a package of “chawin’ 
| terbakko” in his hip pocket, and he 
| evidently decided to hide a chaw 


Hi-Lee and Primo Carnera. 


An Englishman by birth and an 
Australian by military service, 
Lord Layton has traced the sea- 
lanes of Asia in his wrestling tours, 
and following his war service in 
the Pacific, around Singapore, he 
came to Canada, by way of Austra- 
lia (where he is known as “Tigh 
Loyton” and then to the United 
States. He likes to travel and 
hopes to do a lot more of it with 
his family. 

He claims to have developed his 
murderous back hand judo chop in 
Malaya, under instruction of Hindu 
Where ever he got it, 
it’s one of the most telling blows 
in the science of hand-to-hand com- 
bat. Delivering at the end of one 
of his long, muscular arms, it has 
the effect of slugging a man with 
an oak plank with a rock tied to 
the business end of it. His huge 
hand falls like a headman’s axe, 


{across the victim’s wind pipe, and 


that end all resistance, right there. 
It gives the receiver of it a long 


{rest tonight and a sore throat in 


the morning. 

sLayton’s one shortcoming is his 
lack of speed, combined with his 
awkwardness. Tremendous strength 
makes up for that considerably, 
though. He doesn’t have the quick 
reflexes of a smaller man, or of 


{many men his own size, but this 


is seldom a real disadvantage, be- 
cause of his great size, which few 
fast men can overcome. 


New Chemical Warfare 


Also on Wednesday night, the 
secret of Karl Davis’ new “chem- 
ical warfare” was revealed. It’s 
nothing more than plain, old fash- 
Karl al- 


of it in an elastic knee support, for 


| use on his opponent’s eyes. A quick 


swipe behind his knee, under the 
bandage, and then a fast flick of 
the fingers across his opponent’s 


|» seeing mechanism, and Karl was in 


business. Karl was put out of the 
eye-doctoring business by Vic 
Christy, Wednesday, when Vic ex- 
posed the trickery. 
Scene of Reunion 
Monday, the Legion Stadium was 
the scene of a reunion between So. 
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Cal. fans and three of their favor- | 


ite matmen, Lee Grable, Frenchy 
Roy and Warren Bockwinkel. Of 
these only Grable made the occa- 
sion a successful one for himself, 
running down Frenchy Roy with a 
volley of swift dropkicks. 

Bockwinkel lost a close, grinding 
contest to Lord James Blears in 
the first part of the Legions’ main 
event. 

Bockwinkel is one of the coolest, 
most calm and undisturbed wrest- 
lers in the business. He seldom 
loses his temper and almost never 
loses his head in the ring. Not 
that he’s slow, but he refuses to 
become excited or panicky, even 
with a match going against him. 
Tf an opponent slugs him, Bock will 
give him 100% 
vestment, but always keeping his 
temper in check. 

Windup a Rematch 

The main event was a rematch 
of the controversial encounter bet- 
ween Sandor Szabo and Wilbur 
Snyder on one team and Tom Rice 
and Al Lovelock on the other. To 
build interest in a rematch the TV 
station circulated petition demand- 
ing it, and some 42,000 fans signed 
the petitions. As you may recall, 
the first match, in which Rice and 
Lovelock won the International TV 
Tag Team title, ended under very 
peculiar circumstances, with doubt- 
ul pins and a riot in the arena. 

That was several weeks ago, and 
neither team holds the title now, 
but the rematch was real busy 
anyhow. Snyder obviously works 
better with Sandor than he does 
with Bobo Brazil, since he and the 
big Hungarian have been a team 


return on the in- j 


The Capitol Ring 


By Viola G. May 


Baltimore, Md.—A triple feature 
wrestling card involving six out- 
standing male experts and two 
dveautful girls were on the program 
Tuesday night, June 1st, by pro- 
noter Ed Contos in the Coliseum 
in Baltimore. 

Ruffy Silverstein and Buddy 


kiniinin k st 


Sky-Hi-Lee and Tom Mortimer, 
l res. Wrestler’s Sportsmen Club 
in chat 


Rogers it is reported, attracted 
5500 fans to witness their return 
contest. It was described as a 
grudge match. Rogers gained the 
victory but the two wrestlers bat- 
cled fiercely after the match ended. 

To Ruffy’s complete satisfaction, 
he successfully applied his sensa- 
tional twist in spite of his loss. 

Action-Packed Semi Windup 

Returning after a long absence 
the Great Scott was given a big 
hand. Opposing him was Lenny 
Montana, the Zebra Kid. 

Great Scott did the iron man 
trick by winning in 25 min., after 
«aking a lot of abuse. The match 
was stopped when Montana was 
unable to continue, due to facial 
cuts. 

Three Preliminaries 

The Mighty Sico defeated the 
Super Swedish Angel in 9 minutes. 

Chief Warrant Officer (U.S.N.) 
used a well executed pile driver to 
scuttle Tank Adams in 7 min. and 
Nell Stewart wasted no time in pin- 
ning her opponent Betty Hawkins 
n 15 min. with a series of drop 
kicks, then a body press. 


MAY GET LOUIS 


Regina, Sask.—Promoter George 
Jacobs is enthused about the idea 
of getting ex-heavyweight boxing 
champion Joe Louis to Regina for 
an appearance as a referee. 


te Mido, tom 


or a much longer time. Also, in 
this match it appeared that Wil- 
bur was thinking for himself more. 
He was also doing the bulk of the 
work for the team, carrying the 
oad for Szabo, who concentrated 
on brain-work and strategy. Love- 
lock and Rice did a beautiful job 
of stalling, with the falls at one 
each, and the match went to a 
55-minute draw. Rice, in particular, 
has a knack for avoiding holds and 
“killing the clock”, when it’s to 
his advantage. 


To receive an aesthetic as well as a 
gustatory experience, THE MATADOR 
Room provides authentic atmos- 
phere and a menu of excellent 
continental cookery. Fine wine menu. 


~ sirvomn 


“where the steak is born” 


Select and brand the aged, prime steak 
of your choice from the fabulous 
STEAK THRONE. Custom broiled to 
your taste. Complete menu of favorite 
dishes MODERATE PRICES. 


COMPLETE BANQUET FACILITIES 
| 42nd and Halsted Streets + YArds 7-5580 + Chicago 9 


A GOOD PROMOTER 


One of the promoters of wrest- 
ling doing a good task is Joe! 
Malcewicz of San Francisco. Joe 
promotes in Winterland in the Seal 
City. At one time he was a top 
wrestler. 
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By Jim Chemi 


Kansas City, Missouri. — The 
Dusek brothers retained their re- 
gional tag team laurels here last 
Thursday when they won a close 
verdict over Ali and Hassen Bey, 
the fabulous 
Turks, in one 
of the most 
bruising bat- 
tles this writer 
has ever wit- 
nessed. The 
Duseks, who 
usually have 
things their 
own way when 
it comes to un- 
orthodox tac- 
tics, found 
themselves as 
the victims of 
a few Turkish roughing tricks be- 
fore the match ended. 

The Bey brothers actually de- 
feated themselves in the third fall 
when they tried to execute a double 
bear-hug in which both Joe and 
Emil Dusek were sandwiched, back 
to back, in the viselike grip. How- 
ever, the Beys were disqualified by 
Referee Frank Altman for violation 
of the rules, which specify that two 
men from the same team cannot be 
in the ring at the same time. 

In applying the double bear-hug, 
Hassen had rushed through the 
ropes and assisted his brother Ali, 
in doubling up against Joe Dusek. 
It was at this point that Emil, 
seeing the two Turks committing 
mayhem against his brother, also 
charged into the ring. But the 
cunning Turks had sprung their 
trap. Emil had played right into 
their hands by coming into the 
ring. With Joe groggy, Emil tried 
to lend him assistance. The Turks 
then grabbed both Joe and Emil in 
the double squeeze maneuver. How- 
ever, the alert referee penalized the 
Turks for first violating the rules. 

Duseks in Showdown 

The showdown between the 
Duseks and the Beys for regional 
team supremacy stemmed from the 
recent Kansas City open invita- 
tional tag team tournament, which 
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the Turkish brother combination 
won without losing a single fall 
throughout the elimination grind. 
The Duseks, prior to the tourna- 
ment, had agreed to meet the win- 
ners for the undisputed title. When 
the Turks won, it automatically 
qualified them for the crucial meet- 
ing with the Duseks, who had 
returned to their home in Omaha 
following an extended campaign 
in Northern Canada. 

Big Crowd Sees Team Battle 

One of the season’s largest 
crowds turned out for the big team 
battle, which, without question, 
was the best held in Memorial Hall 
since the Becker brothers of Brook- 
lyn tried to dethrone the Duseks 
two years ago. Emil Dusek regis- 
tered the initial fall when he 
flattened Ali Bey with a series of 
jarring forearm smashes. How- 
ever, Ali bounced right back four 
minutes later to even the count 
when he forced Joe Dusek to sub- 
mit under the crushing pressure of 
a bear-hug. Then came the wild 
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Dutch Hefner and Bobby Nelson 
FOI ISI bbb | quickly assumed a squatting posi- 


and wooly third fall which led to 
the Beys’ disqualification. 

Ali, acting as spokesman for his 
team, informed Kansas City Pro- 
moter George Simpson that “we do 
not intend to take this disqualifica- 
tion sitting down. The Duseks had 
the referee on their side and you 
cannot consider a disqualification 
as an outright defeat. The Duseks 
still haven’t pinned Hassen and 
myself in a deciding fall and they 
should grant us a return match.” 

(Simpson informed this column 
that he doesn’t intend to pursue the 
matter any further. “As far as I 
am concerned, the Duseks fulfilled 
their pledge to meet the winners 
of the tournament. They have won 
the showdown match against the 
Beys and the case is closed,” Simp- 
son asserted). 

Ronnie Etchison came through 
with two impressive victories in 
his Kansas City and St. Joseph 
appearances last week. He won a 
hairline verdict over monstrous 
Sky-Hi-Lee in a truly sensational 
match. Despite the loss, Sky-Hi 
proved that he’s one of the best 


Canadian representatives in the 
mat sport. “You can’t win them 
all,’ Sky-Hi remarked, with a 


shrug of his shoulders, in the 
dressing rooms after the match. 
We had to admire Sky’s matter-of- 
fact attitude. He didn’t try to alibi 
for his loss to Etchison. “He won 
the match but I would like to meet 
him again sometime in the near 
future,” Lee commented. “I think 
I know his style now and a future 
match with Etchison might turn 
out differently.” 
Ronnie Etchison Wins Two 

Etchison continued to prove he 
hadn’t lost any of his prowess dur- 
ing his long sojourn to the West 
Coast when he won the first and 
third falls over “The Chest” Ber- 
nard in last Friday’s St. Joseph, 
Mo., feature. Ronnie took the first 
fall in 12 minutes with a beauti- 
fully-executed dropkick that sent 
the much heavier Bernard to the 
canvas for the three-count. After 
a series of punishing armlocks, one 
of which he turned into a rolling 
armlock, Bernard squared matters 
in ten minutes of the second fall. 

The clincher lasted only one 
minute. Bernard attempted the 
same tactics in the third fall as he 


| did in winning the second. In his 


second attempt at a rolling arm- 
lock, Etchison managed to brace 
himself and didn’t roll with Ber- 
nard. Ronnie suddenly braced and 
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tion over “The Chest.” The sur- 
prise maneuver forced Bernard’s 
legs toward his face and Ronnie 
gained the shoulder press verdict. 

The Mighty Atlas, who right- 
fully calls himself the world’s 
strongest wrestler, will step up to 
the challenger’s position at St. 
Joseph next Friday when he at- 
tempts to bring Sonny Myers’ reign 
as the undisputed Central States 
regional heavyweight champion to 
an end. The Atlas-Myers title con- 
test, which is expected to develop 
into the Missouri season’s greatest 
heavyweight struggle, is attracting 
widespread interest in this sector 
for a showdown between the great 
Missourian and the equally great 
Atlas has been brewing for several 
months. 

Atlas’ reputation as a strong 
man extraordinary is widely-known 
in national wrestling circles and his 
various feats of strength have 
awed millions of TV fans. Few 
men have succeeded in bowling 
over the rugged Atlas. 

Atlas Bids For Title 

Atlas’ outstanding victory record 
seems to support his claim for 
strong-man honors. He has con- 
quered many of the nation’s top 
heavyweights and has remained on 
the list of matdom’s “Big Ten” for 
four successive seasons, which is 
quite an achievement in itself. 

Myers has experienced a rocky 
road during the past two months in 
the defense of the coveted regional 
title, but the popular St. Joseph 
athlete made no attempt to dodge 
the Atlas challenge. “Atlas has 
been making a lot of boasts about 
what he will do to me when he gets 
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me in the ring,” Sonny commented 
in a press interview. “Well, I’m 
from Missouri and Atlas must 
show me. I have never backed out 
of a fight and I don’t intend to do 
it now.” 

The Missouri state diadem will 
also be at stake next week when 
Larry Hamilton defends his laurels 
against his fellow townsman, Ron- 
nie Etchison. Ronnie had openly 
stated that his chief aim since re- 
turning home is to regain the state 
title which he held in the spring 
of 1953—shortly before leaving for 
the West Coast. Hamilton took 
possession of the state title-belt in 
mid-May and has thrice defended it 
successfully. 

“During Ronnie’s absence from 
the local scene, Hamilton has ele- 
vated himself to the big-time 
ranks,” Gust Karras, the St. Joseph 
matchmaker asserted. “It will now 
be interesting to see how Ronnie 
will fare against Larry, who is now 
a headliner in his own right.” 

Loose Lines — Danny McShain 
and “Wild Red” Berry, bitter rivals 
in the junior heavyweight ranks, 
are scheduled for a free-for-all in 
Kansas City next week. Both men 
are former world junior heavy 
champions and are trying to earn 
a shot at Baron Leone’s crown... 
Joe Blanchard ranks as one of the 
top drawing attractions in his home 
state of Kansas this summer. He 
sports a record of 22 wins in 26 
starts — which is quite a mark for 
any wrestler who has only three 
| years of experience under his belt. 
| Joe is competing in his home area 
for the first time since turning pro. 
He spent nearly three years in 
Western Canada before coming 
home to Parsons, Kan. ... Berry 
is going great guns in Southern 
Missouri and Oklahoma ... Jim 
Lake is forging to the front in 
regional mat circles. 


Sonny Myers is becoming an ex- 
pert in the employment of the 
“atomic drop,’ which he has used 
with marked success in recent de- 
fenses of his Central States dia- 
dem. Mighty Atlas better be on 
his guard against this grip next 
week... The K. C. fans are clam- 
oring to see Argentina Rocca in 
action in Memorial Hall again. He 
attracted a sell-out crowd during 
i his first appearance in that arena 
in mid-May ... Mel Peters is now 
touring in the Northwestern region. 

Were happy to report that Ron- 
nie Etchison’s mother is on the 
road to recovery following a heart 
attack two weeks ago. Mrs. Etch- 
ison went for a stroll in a park 
near her St. Joseph home and 
collapsed. She wasn’t found for 12 
hours despite a night-long search 
by Sheriff’s deputies. Ronnie was 
en route home from San Francisco 
when his mother was stricken. He 
visited her at a St. Joseph hospital 
and apparently his timely return 
home helped Mrs. Etchison to pass 
the crisis. She’s still not out of 
danger but the family physician 
believes she will recover. A stroke 
several years ago had impaired her 
speech. Ronnie’s fans who desire 
to send “get well” cards may ad- 
dress them to Ronnie’s home at 
2609 Union St., St. Joseph, Mo. 
Mrs. Etchison resides with her son 
and his wife, Alameda. 


Bill— “Who was the blonde I 
saw you with on Thursday?” 

Jack — “That was the brunette 
you saw me with on Tuesday.” 
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By Joan Ellis, I.W.W.A. 


Art Kaufman and Doyle Russell 
are exercising and imparting a 
knowledge of self defense to girls 
and women at the Golden State 
Ladies Athletic Club, 2301 W. 24th 
St., Los Angeles 18, Calif. Rita 
Martinez, wrestling champion of 
Mexico since 1942, is coaching. In 
the photo bro- 
chure forward- 
ed to me by 
Mary Jo Mer- 
zer, head of the 
Ray Gunkel 
Club, these two 
men said they 
were in con- 
tact with other 
amateur clubs 
in this and 
other countries. Has anyone first 
hand information about these two 
men or their activities ? 

Learn to Wrestle 

Although few women have the 
slightest desire to become profes- 
sional wrestlers, many of us would 
appreciate learning a few rudi- 
ments of the mat, especially with 
whole cities terrorized by crazy 
men . . as Dallas was not so 
long ago. 

Nita Trefzger, who has made Pat 
Patter (the Pat O’Connor Club 
publication) a joy to read, has been 
ordered by her doctor to give up all 
outside activities. We hope this 
isn’t the end of PP, but better that 
than the end of Nita Trefzger! 

Pat O’Connor has recently start- 
ed collecting miniature liquor bot- 
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tles and says his pet peeve is for | 


someone to read over his shoulder, 
according to the latest PP. 


Amarillo fans saw Dory Funk} 


and Cowboy Carlson win two 
straight falls over Messrs. Prof. 
Roy Shire and Bobby Wallace but 
still the latter pair own the South- 
west States junior heavyweight tag 
team tile. Why? Because “champ- 


ions” can NOT be DQ out of their | 


title! 
This law holds true even when 
said champions throw both oppo- 
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nents and two referees out of the | 
ring. 
An Emotional Victory 

Amarillo fans gained a slight 
emotional victory when Dory Funk 
planted the base of the SWTT tro- 
phy on Mr. Wallace’s head, bring- 
ing blood and denting the trophy. 

Funny how wrestling fans’ minds 
work. Nobody was happy when 
popular Rito Romero was awarded 
the Texas Heavyweight Title over 
worshiped Ray Gunkel, who was 
surprisingly disqualified in Galve- 
ston. Nobody was happy, either, 
when unpopular titleholders Shire 
and Wallace could get away with 
flaunting all rules and still hide 
behind the protection of this same 
law. 

Alton Erickson, supervisor of 
Boxing and Wrestling of the Texas 
State Commission, assured Mary 
Jo Mercer that although there is 
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This is Finesse 


Tommy Martindale, well known 
wrestler teaches daughter Linda 


some tricks 


9 0.9:9.9:9.9.0.9,9.9.9.9:9.0,9.0,9.0-9.0,9.008 


no rule in the book governing a 
champion losing his title by DQ, 
that the commission holds that the 
only way a champion can lose is 
by being defeated or failing to de- 
fend his title within the 90 day pe- 
riod required by the State of Texas. 

Timmy Geohagen, undefeated 
around Amarillo, got tossed to the 
mat by Dory Funk. 

Fans Are Shocked 

Ft. Worth fans sat shocked as 
Don Evans charged ringside and 
Bull Curry, protesting the “help” 
the Bull had in winning his match 
over Ray Gunkel. The Bull found 
another agitator in Evans. He had 
already had trouble off and on with 
the cops and was almost mobbed 
as one fan got into the act. 

The “help” Evans referred to 
was Edmund Francis. Ray was 
counted out of the ring because he 
was out chasing Francis for his 
unscheduled interference. 

TV mat fans groaned when part 
of Ft. Worth’s matches weren’t 
carried because of Pres. Eisenhow- 
er’s speech. 

TV Preview, little mag that car- 
ries TV schedules, had a full page 
on Texas Wrestling this week, with 
an action photo of Bull Curry 
whamming a chair over a very 
bloody Duke Keomuka. Photo was 
by young Dallas photographer Do- 
mingo Samudio. 

At the Sportatorium, jammed to 
near capacity again since the re- 
turn of NWA wrestlers, Paul 
Boesch left his TV announcing post 
and strolled into the dressing 
rooms. Duke Keomuka, who suf- 
fered a bad rib injury, was told 
at the last minute he would not be 
allowed to wrestle Don Evans in 
one of two main events. Paul bor- 
rowed some trunks and shoes from 
Stu Gibson and substituted. 

He Breaks Hold 

Ref. Jim Blood repeatedly broke 
Paul Boesch’s sleepers as “stran- 
gles” but allowed Evans to use an 
obvious rolling choke hold to gain 
the first fall. Despite outside in- 
terference by Evan’s tiny official 
second and a pile driver outside 
the ring, Don was also given the 
second fall! 

Boesch surprised me. I doubt if 
there is another partially retired 
wrestler who could have climbed 
into the ring at the last moment 
against an opponent as tough as 
Don Evans and responded so well. 
Paul gave Don some of his best 
competition to date. 


Both Dallas televisicn stations 
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carried the Sportatcrium matches. 


But what about radio? 

Saw Johnny Harper, KRLD an- 
nouncer who used to MC a Frito 
Interview on TV, wandering around 
after the match 

Edmund Francis wept bitter tears 
as a “fan” of his presented a box 
of red roses. Cigar smoking Mgr. 
Al Ventres, who spends more time 
rehashing his own career than Ed- 
mund’s, heatedly explained that the 
big blond was allergie to roses. 
The way Larry Chene countered 
and fought the big bruiser was 
beautiful to see. 

Well Built Italian 


Ilio Di Palo, young, well built 
Italian newcomer, delighted the 


fans by turning Lou Plummer eve- 
ry way but loose. Ilio has wrest- 
led principally in the New York 
area and many eyes will be watch- 
ing to see how the powerhouse 
fares in tough Texas competition. 
Ilio seems to have the looks, youth, 
and skill to eventually rank among 
the nation’s top ten . . .now we’ll 
find out if he has the intestional 
fortitude. 

Lou Plummer walked into the 
ring clothed in trunks and his usual 
frowning face but without a robe. 
He must not be able to afford one, 
and no wonder . . . the way he 
referees and wrestles. 

George Preston, Sportatorium 
announcer, didn’t introduce Cindy 
Hammons, Dallas Wrestling Mas- 
cot, in her accustomed fashion. 
Come on, George! 

A parting few words to N.L.F. 
of Houston, whom I “irritate”. I 
respect and try to respond to criti- 
cism from sincere fans who have 
enough gumption to at least sign 
their names. An unsigned critical 
letter is the weapon of a coward or 
a child. Any jealousy between Dal- 
las and Houston, as far as I am 
concerned, exists only in your mind, 

Joan Ellis. 


STICK TO WRESTLING 
Edmonton, Can.—Gene Kiniski 
may forego football and stick to 
wrestling as a full time career. Big 
Gene has offers from promoters 
throughout the U.S.A. 


NEW TRAINING METHODS 


With the hot weather about to 
set in wrestlers must consume 
plenty of salt and sugar to with- 
stand the loss of weight that oc- 
curs while they perspire under the 
hot lights in the ring. 
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Boris, The Russian 


Tucsen, Ariz.—Kalmikoff may be 
ja grand old name, but if it is, even 
in Russia, one certain Boris Kalmi- 
koff has besmirched its honor with 
his unprovoked attacks on decency 
in guise of wrestling. 

Tucson fans will certainly ac- 
knowledge that the Red Russian 
has no place with the clean, scien- 
tific pro matmen of this day and 
age. They’re not even sure if he 
| rightfully belongs in the category 
| of badmen, as developed and ex- 
ploited by many of the toughest 
wrestlers in the business . . . be- 
cause Boris doesn’t know where 
to stop. 

In matches in the Old Pueblo, 
many’s the time that ringsiders 
have felt almost compelled to take 
action in their own hands, so vio- 
|lent and illegal have been Kalmi- 
koff’s tactics. 


ris will be just as rough with them 
as with opponents makes them shy 
away. 

The Russki isn’t content with be- 
‘ng one of the terrorists of the 
ring. He wants to look the part 
too. A heavy, dark beard (which 
`s thick enough to hide a covey of 
yuail) accents a rugged, individu- 


But a certain awareness that Bo- | $ 
| states Pepper Martin now has a 


alistic face which in no stretch of 
the imagination could be termed 
handsome. Nor even pleasant. 

But a thick-set body and power- 
ful shoulders and arms aid in all 
phases of his over-powering attack, 
and cat-like reflexes are instant- 
aneous in their reactions whenever 
danger is near. 

Not a pretty picture, at all. But 
one of the professional wrestler 
who will go to any length to win 
his matches, be they fair or foul. 


Baseball Player's Kin 


The closest Zack Malkov, of Chi- 
cago ever came to be connected 
with baseball was to have a ball 
player in his family by marriage. 

Zacks wife, Marie, is a first 
cousin of Pepper Martin, once one 
of the great ball players of the St. 
Louis. 

Zack, who is one of the most 
rugged wrestlers in the mat sport, 


bowling alley in Oklahoma City. 


GORD.ENKO IN AUSTRALIA 


George Gordienko, a great fav- 
orite in Canada, recently arrived in 
Australia and was an instant suc- 
cess. He will stay in the land of 
“Down Under” until September. 
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A RELAXED POSE 


Mildred Burke, the Champion, takes time out to relax. 
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By Harry Lloyd Penhale, I.W.W.A. 


Jack Bence: Popular Performer 

One of the more popular mat 
performers campaigning in Canada 
of late, is stocky Jack Bence of 
Pittsfield, Mass. Blond haired Jack 
has been wrestling in Eastern Ca- 
nada for sev- 
eral months 
now and is 
well liked by 
all mat fans. 
He is a very 
capable wrest- 
ler, scientific 
andsportsman- 
like. Bence re- 
fuses to resort 
to villainous 
tactics in his 
matches and 
his attitude is much appreciated by 
the general public. 

Standing under six feet, Jack 
weighs in at 220 pounds and has 
a nice build. Not overly huge or 
heavy, he is nevertheless a well 
trained, husky athlete and makes 
up in cleverness, what he may lack 
in size. Bence has wrestled in many 
leading mat centers and prior to 
his current Canadian tour he saw 
much action in Western New York 
for promoter Ed “Don” George, 
former World Heavyweight Mat 
Champion. Bence gained plenty of 
fans while grappling in New York 
State and before he ever arrived in 
Canada, many Canadian mat fans 
knew him as a result of his tele- 
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vised appearances from the Memo- | 


rial Auditorium in Buffalo, N. Y. 
Former Polio Victim 

As many probably know, Jack is 
a former polio victim who over- 
came this handicap in order to take 
his place in life as a successful pro- 
fessional wrestler. Tribute must 
certainly be paid Jack for his cour- 
age and faith in regaining good 
health and embarking on such a 
strenuous, hectic and dangerous ca- 
reer. As a result of his own seri- 
ous illness Jack is one of the nicest, 
sincerest type of fellows one could 
ever wish to meet. His hobby is 
visiting and cheering up young po- 


lio victims and he is a frequent 
visitor at hospitals in whatever re- 
gion he happens to be wrestling. 
His encouragement and his own 
personal recovery has been an in- 
fluence for many youngsters to 
fight back and beat the dreaded 
crippler, “Polio.” 
An Intellectual Type 

A highly intellectual type, Bence 
attained his Masters degree in 
Personnel and Guidance at Spring- 
field College. Prior to enrolling 
at Springfield Jack attended the 
University of Tampa and it was 
there that he got his start in wrest- 
ling. Bence feels that no one is 
ready to enter the professional mat 
ranks until he has had the proper 
training and teacking, which in his 
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estimation means five long years 
of hard work. Fortunately for 
Bence, he has had some very ex- 
pert coaching and mat instruction. 
While living in Florida, he was 
taken under the wing of an old 
time matman named Dad Vaughan. 
Dad took a great interest in young 
Bence, particularly because he had 
lost a boy of his own who greatly 
resembled Jack. 

Dad Vaughan taught Johnny to 
love wrestling and to become skill- 
ful at it. The result of this ex- 
cellent instruction is now evident 
in each and every bout Jack Bence 
takes part in. Incidentally, I might 
mention at this time that Jack is 
interested in other athletic fields 
and is as much at home in the 
water, as on land. He is an out- 
standing swimmer and has won 
professional swimming and diving 
titles. 

Though the modest natured Jack 
makes light of his war service, it 
is a known fact that he was one of 
the outstanding individual heroes 
of World War Two. The following 
are the exact words contained in 
his citation, at the time Jack Bence 
was decorated for bravery: “In 
view of the number of persons res- 
cued and of the extraordinary gal- 
lantry and heroism displayed by 
Bence in swimming through an 
enemy minefield with burning oil 
on the surface, it is hereby recom- 
mended that he be awarded the 
Navy Cross instead of the Navy 
and Marine Corps Medal. “For ex- 
traordinary heroism above and be- 
yond the call of duty during opera- 
tions against the enemy on March 
28, 1945, off Okinawa.” Although 
he could see the enemy mines be- 
neath the water and on the sur- 
face he dove overboard voluntarily 
and swam to a group of men from 
a ship which had struck a mine, 
bringing six of them to safety. 
Undeterred by a second explosion 
which scattered burning oil on the 
surface of the water, he continued 
his efforts until the stricken ship 
had disappeared and he was as- 
sured that all the survivors in the 
area had been rescued. By his 
courage, skill and determination, 
he was largely responsible for the 
low number of fatalities resulting 
from the loss of the ship. His con- 
duct through out was in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the 
Armed Forces of the United States 

” 


` Yes this fellow Jack Bence is in- 
deed an amazing person and de- 
serving of all his present popular- 
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ity and success. Best wishes to you 
Jack from your Canadian fans and 
from this writer, another who over- 
came illness to wrestle. The cour- 
age of heavyweight Jack Bence is 
to be admired and he deserves the 
respect of all. 
Dempsey, Carnera, Louis: Ex- 
Champs in the News 


Three of the best known ex- 
Heavyweight Boxing Champions 
are in the news at this time. Just 
recently I talked long distance with 
Jack Dempsey at his Broadway 
Restaurant in New York City. Un- 
fortunately, I phoned Jack to de- 
liver bad news regarding a great 
athlete and one of Jack’s friends, 
Lionel Conacher. The fabulous “Big 
Train” suffered a heart attack re- 
cently in Canada’s Capital City Ot- 
tawa and never recovered. His loss 
meant more to this country than 
words can ever possibly convey‘ 
Lionel Conacher was Canada’s 
greatest athlete and it is doubtful 
if any country ever produced a 
better all-around athlete. Whatever 
the sport, the “Big Train” engaged 
in it and acquitted himself admir- 
ably. A big fellow, Conacher stood 
six feet and weighed 200 lbs or 
better. As a hockey player and 
footballer he was sensational, at 
lacrosse he was superb, as a boxer 
he showed great promise and as a 
professional wrestler he chalked up 
many impressive victories. 

Lionel started wrestling amateur 
in Toronto while in his early teens 
and won a championship. He wrest- 
led professionally for a year or 
more during the thirties, but didn’t 
follow it through. At this same 
time the top stars in and around 
Toronto included Ray Steele, Sam- 
my Stein, Dave Levin, Gino Gari- 
baldi, Jimmy Londos and Stanley 
Stasiuk. Getting back to his box- 
ing skill, Lionel boxed Jack Demp- 
sey many years ago in a Toronto 
exhibition bout and the Manassa 
Mauler regarded him as a future 
ring champion. 

However Conacher also discon- 
tinued his interests in pugilism, 
just as he did wrestling. It is 
possible that he may have been a 
champion in both fields. Lionel had 
many friends from every walk in 
life and continued with his sport- 
ing interests right up until death. 
It was while playing an annual 
softball game that Lionel suffered 
his fatal heart attack. Each year 
he played on the Members of Par- 
liament team, against the Press 
and Radio team. Lionel was a mem- 


ber of Parliament and a great Ca- 
nadian citizen. 

He was a man in a million and 
will long be remembered. 

Primo Carnera and Joe Louis, 
both ex-champions of the boxing 
world, visited Toronto recently, 
Carnera to wrestle and Joe Louis 
to referee. Primo wrestled Tiny 
Mills in a single match and also 
teamed with Whipper Watson in a 
battle with Tiny and brother Al. 

Louis and his manager Jimmy 
Acindo arrived this week to referee 
the team clash between the new 


Canadian Open Tag Champions Tex | 


McKenzie and Whipper Watson 
and the former champions Al and 
Tiny Mills. (The Mills brothers 
lost their title recently to McKenzie 
and Watson in London, Ont.) The 
Brown Bomber and his manager 
came in this morning to see me 


(Wednesday, June 9), and an in-|; 


terview was recorded with Joe and 


myself for my Sunday night pro- |. 
gram “Sports Digest”. Joe is really |. 


a swell chap and seemingly very 
happy with his many regular en- 
gagements as a wrestling referee. 

He spoke extremely well of world 
champion Lou Thesz and said he 
was a real champion, both as a 
wrestler and as a person ( agree). 
The “Brown Bomber” also spoke 
highly ef Verne Gagne, Whipper 


Billy Watson, Pat Flanagan and |. 


others. Joe also stated that the 
Mills brothers are exceptionally 
big, rough guys and at times very 
hard to keep in line. (Joe most 
certainly wasn’t kidding!) 
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HAD MANY INJURIES 


Farmer Marlin in his mat career 
has suffered many injuries. At 
one time (1950 to be exact) he 
was laid up because of a broken 
leg suffered in Cleveland. 


(Gagne Defeats Hermann 


Chicago— Verne Gagne, TV 
United States heavyweight cham- 
pion successfully defended his title 
against Hans Hermann in two 
straight falls, on the night of June 
llth in Chicago’s International 
Amphitheatre. 

Gagne’s speed and cool tempera- 
ment was a big factor in deter- 
mining the victory. In the last 
fall, Verne used the claw hold and 
paralyzed his foe. It was necessary 
for Gagne to massage Hermann’s 
arm and straighten it out so as to 
bring it back to normal after the 
match. He did so at the request 
of the referee. 


Close to 9,000 fans paid $25,000 
gross to witness the card that saw 


HANS HERMANN 


the new sensation Roy McClarity, 
of Winnipeg defeat Bob Orton. 
The tag match in which the world’s 
tag champions, Reggie Lisowski 
and Art Neilsen faced Pat O’Con- 
nor and Yukon Eric was an excit- 
ing match. The situation got be- 
yond control when all four athletes 
were battling in the ring at the 
same time. The referee called it a 
no contest. 

The Mighty Atlas beat Jack 
Witzig and Bill Melby used his 
cobra twist to down The Sheik of 
Araby. 


CHOLAK IN NAVY 


Ed Cholak, Chicago heavyweight 
wrestled while in the Navy. He 
won the Golden Glove boxing cham- 
pionship in San Francisco in 1952 
when he engaged in fistic activities 
before taking up wrestling as a pro 
career. 
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Wrestling As You Like It 


Editor’s Note: We have so many 
letters that we cannot print them 
all. However, we will acknowledge 
what we can. 

Maurine B. McKay writes that 
she enjoys the magazine and she 
states so many wrestlers that ap- 
pear in Los Angeles get up to her 
territory that she keeps in touch 
with others by reading Wrestling 
As You Like It. Maurine lives in 
Sunland, Calif. > 

Sally Ann Belanger of Cohoes, 
New York likes Hans Schmidt be- 
cause when it comes to sheer en- 
joyment in watching a match she 
likes the rough and ready wrestlers 
like Schmidt and attends the bouts 
to cheer him on. 

Nancy T. Boggs, of Warsau, 
Indiana is an ardent fan of Ronnie 
Etchison. Virginia Long of Hurdle 
Mills, No. Carolina wants to know 
if Yukon Eric has the biggest 
chest. I guess he and Chest Ber- 
nard are evenly matched as having 
the biggest chests. 

Ernest K. Sisson, D.D.S. of San 
Mateo, Calif., likes the column of 
Dorothy Brydges. Mrs. Lenora 
Cochran, of Route 2, Blanchester, 
Ohio, has started a Whitey Wahl- 
berg club and wants new members. 

Richard Hartman of Davenport, 
Iowa has Yukon Eric as his 
favorite. Ruth Eberflus of Toledo, 
Ohio, wants more news on Lou 
Thesz in the magazine. 

* * 
Dear Mr. Axman: 


May I get my two cents worth in. 

Joe Louis is a wonderful man, 
he is not afraid of such likes of 
Hans Schmidt. They should have 
Hans Schmidt’s and Hans Her- 
mann’s heads examined and deport 
them. I have seen them both in a 
ring. I wouldn’t turn my finger 
for either of them. They are too 
much of a brute. 


I hope some day there would be 
some one who is heavy enough to 
chase them out of the rings. If my 
son was to take up wrestling I 
wouldn’t permit him to take up 
such unruly wrestlers as that. 

I have known Joe Louis for years 


% 


so what Hans Schmidt might say 


or do to try to hurt Joe, Hans 
might get the worse end of the 
deal. 

As I read Wrestling As You Like 
It for months and I think it is 
wonderful providing you keep out 
Hermann, Schmidt and Art Neil- 
sen. What has become of Ivan 
Bulba, the Mad Barren, and Indian 
Nature Boy? 

A Wrestling Fan, 
M. W. 

P. O. Box 265 
Toledo 1, Ohio. 


* * 


Dear Mr. Axman: 

Would you please print this in 
your “Voice of the Fan?” 

The new address of the Billy 
Darnell Fan Club is: Mrs. Flora 
M. Stone, Pres., 31 Columbia St., 
Liberty, N.Y. 

Incidentally for the Darnell fans, 
I received a nice letter from Billy’s 
mother and Billy is gaining slowly. 
He greatly appreciates all your 
letters and cards. Let’s keep send- 
ing them in until he is back. 

Thank you. 

Yours for Wrestling, 
Flora M. Stone, Pres. 


* * 


* 


* 


Dear Mr. Axman: 

Our family gets and reads 
WAYLI every week. I sure like 
wrestling and enjoy it very much. 
I know that WAYLI has helped me 
be more interested in wrestling and 
its stars. 

My pal, George Rodewald and 
I have gone to the matches at the 
Benton Harbor Armory regularly. 
But now the promoter, Rex Sheeley, 


has discontinued the matches until 
fall. 

We first started to go to the 
matches when Hans Schmidt wres- 
tled here. Since then it has been 
a must in our amusement. I always 
take along my camera and auto- 
graph book. 

Enclosed is a picture which I 
took of Art Neilsen and Reggie 
Lisowski when Bill Melby and Jack 
Witzig were going to bump their 
heads. The champs retained their 
championship but, probably had a 
headache for a few hours. 

I hope you can print my letter 
and picture. 

Henry Ralph Miller, 

Route No. 2, 

Watervliet, Michigan 
Dear Mr. Axman: 

I hope I’m in time to cast my 
opinion about who the most hand- 
some wrestler is. 

My favorite and most handsome 
wrestler is “Cyclone” Anaya, who 
was born in Caracas, Venezuela, 
South America. 

There are many people who have 
gotten television sets since the last 
time he wrestled in or around 
Chicago. If they seen him they 
would like him. 

Yours in Wrestling, 
Lila Swoverland, 
Chesterton, Ind. 


Hee E 


Dear Mr. Axman: 

You have been so kind as to pub- 
lish two of my previous letters in 
your magazine. This one I wish 
I wasn’t writing. 

I have had a disappointing ex- 
perience with a fan club and while 
I realize that little can be done 
about it, perhaps it might warn 
some other fans or if the president 
of this club happens to read it 
maybe he could clear up the mis- 
understanding. 

About three months ago I saw a 
club called the “Wrestling Fans of 
America” listed in a leading maga- 
zine and so I wrote for information. 
I received a card saying that dues 
were 50c a year plus 50c and six 
3c stamps for a bi-monthly bulletin. 
I sent all this to the president and 
in return received exactly nothing, 
though I waited two months. I 
realized that my answering letter 
could have been lost, and so I 
wrote again and asked if he had 
received my money. Again, I had 
no answer. 

Now a month later, I sincerely, 
with all my heart, hope that it is 
merely a misunderstanding and 


that nothing is seriously wrong. 
If this is the case, I’ll be happy to 
apologize in full for my suspicions, 
and I will support the club in every 
way possible. 

However, if it should be a gyp, 
well, there’s just nothing strong 
enough that I can say without be- 
ing unladylike. 

Well, there’s my sad tale and I 
hope someone can profit by it. 

Sincerely, 
Laurie Fuchs, 
Rt. 2, Leland, Ill. 


P.S. Maybe I’d better put in a 
happier note, I just joined the 
Jerry Woods Fan Club, Beverly 
Shepherd, Rock Island, president, 
and am proud to say that it’s a 
great club for a great guy. 

Editor’s Note: I would be more 
than happy to print a reply to this 
letter from “Wrestling Fans of 
America” if they want to give their 
side of the situation. 


The Wrestling Angels 


From all indications there is but 
one “Angel” wrestling at the pres- 
ent time. This one is the Canadian 
Angel. At one time there were 
seven “Angels” in action. 

The French Angel (Maurice 
Tillet) started all the novelty of 
wrestling “Angels.” When he came 
to this country some years ago, 
The French Angel was a sensation. 
Immediately many other “Angels” 
appeared on the horizon. 

The Swedish Angel received a lot 
of publicity and today he a 
promoter in the northwest, though 
he also wrestles a bit, too. He is 
Philip Olafson. The Irish Angel 
was a New Yorker who sported 
lamb chop whiskers. 

Fans who got a “kick” out of 
the “Angel” characters are now 
wondering what the next surprises 
in wrestling will be. 


is 


RULES OF WRESTLING 

From time to time we wish to 
print portions of the many rules 
that govern wrestling so that those 
not familiar with the laws may be 
able to get better acquainted with 
them. 

One important rule that is na- 
tional in scope reads—The referee 
shall have full authority in the 
ring. Promoters, seconds and other 
officials may not enter the ring 
during a match or attempt to in- 
fluence the referee in any way. 


Then there was the fireman who 
put out his wife’s old flame. 


Wrestling-As You Like It 


Wrestling in India 


Ey S. I. Jagtiani 


Bombay — Since whatever at- 
tracts vast and voluntary following 
is invariably popular, the Amer- 
ican Free-Style Wrestling in India 
is nowhere if not at the peak of 
its popularity, seeing the way the 
wrestling enthusiasts throng the 
Stadium every time there is 
wrestling program. 

Wrestlers are back in Bombay to 
appease the appetite of local fight- 
hungry fans. As was expected, the 
wrestlers were accorded a rousing 


sand admirers on the opening day 
of the wrestling program. 


Fali Pallia, India promoter reads 
Wrestling As You Like It 


His Highness There 


Seven o’clock, tick on time — Ist 


His Highness, the Maharaja Sir 
Hari Singh of Jammu and Kash- 
mir, President of the International 
Free-Style Federation of India, 
declared open the Bombay Wrest- 
ling Session amidst the huge 
gathering at the Vallabhbai Sta- 
dium, Bombay’s open-air arena. 
The crowd consisted of people 
from all walks of life, ranging 
from mill magnates to mill hands, 
from motion picture producers to 
miserable film extras, from power- 


from high government officials to 


nent educationalists down to the 
clumsy kindergarten school boys, 
all rolled up in one — the Com- 
munity of Wrestling Fans. 


| 


aj 


reception by over twenty-five thou- | 


May ’54 — the fabulously wealthy, | 


ful trade personnels to petty clerks, | 


ordinary office peons, from emi- | 
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The glamour to this gruesome 
|game was generously supplied by 
feminine fans, who turned up in 
| full force. As I happen to have the 
| eye that catches a sweet thing 
| quicker than a magnet, I could 
spot a bevy of beautiful damsels 
| dressed in dark-colored saris, and 
dark complexioned cute-looking 
|dames draped in beautiful saris, 
every time I shifted my eyes from 
the mat for a few seconds to rush 
the required relief to my neck. 
Seven minutes exciting bout often 
leaves the serious observer with a 
stiff neck. 


Conspicuous in the front row of 
the ringsid«¢svas the presence of 
|the sporting Maharaja of Jammu 
and Kashmir, Mrs. Bert Assarti 
| and Mrs. Ray Holden. All of them 
are keen mat observers, and never 
miss a promotion. 


“Tiger” Joginder Singh, India’s 
topnotcher today, who was making 
his debut in Bombay was naturally 
the center of attraction. His last 
| year’s successful tour of states 
coupled with his recent victories on 
his return to India over famed 
fighters like King Kong, the Hun- 
garian hell-fire; Prince Seelie 
Samara, the Negro World Cham- 
pion and Dara Singh, Indian fans 
first favorite, had made local fans 
eager to see him in action. More 
| so because he was matched against 
Bert Assirati in a Castophene 
Challenge Cup. 


| Bert, who happens to be Britain’s 


|best since last sixteen years in 
| succession, is also the chief chal- 
|lenger of Lou Thesz, the present 
| World Heavyweight Champion. Be- 
sides he has beaten feared fighters 
like: Kola Kwariani, Steve Savage, 
| Baron Michel Leone and Mike 
Brendel. In 1950, his bout with 
|Frank Sexton, the powerhouse 
|from America, resulted in a draw. 
| And the American fans don’t need 
{the definition of what the power- 
| house in the roped square is. 


| 7 O'Clock Social Habit 


At the press conference prelude 
| to the preparations for the opening 
|day, the joint promoters Messrs. 
Fali Pallia and G. D. Irani prom- 
ised that they will endeavor every 
effort to provide their patrons with 
pulsating promotions and I pass 
on the promise to you for what it 
is worth. For, pulsating promotion 
means vivid and visualizing de- 
scription through the pages of your 
| favorite magazine “Wrestling As 
l You Like It.” 
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SPURNS A COr:TRACT with Promoter Paul Jones unless!‘ 


ee | he has main event billing. i 

Atlanta, Ga—Lu Kim, the big! “I have won all my matches,” 

Manchurian seaman who remains says the black garbed Manchurian, 

undefeated in an Atlanta ring has “If I don’t wrestle main events, I 
refused to sign another contract won’t wrestle.” 
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ric in 
all wrestlers were in the 
ring at the ime; The Mighty Atlas 
defeated Jac zig and Bill Melby used 


WEEKLY ise coors twist to down The Sheik of 


CHICAGO—MARIGOLD ARENA—6-12-54 
-Gorg: George beat Rocky Columbo; 
Roy Mc rity defeated Sandor Fozo; in a 
tag match Reggie Lisowski and Art Neil- 


sen beat Ralph Bartleman and Earl Flem- 
@ ing; Bi Goelz won over Benito Gardini; 
e Rudy ay beat Jerry Woods and Mitsu 


Arakawa pinned Jack Carter. 


CHICAGO — RAINBO ARENA — 6-9-54— 
Chief Don Eagle beat Kit Fox; Lu Kim 


inned E Vic Holbrook) Dutch Hefner and 
e ON ALL NEWSSTANDS OI O a A 
Gordon He The Great Karpozolis beat 

@ PLENTY OF PICTURES Bob DeMare 


Farmer Marlin beat Zack 
Malkov and Milton Olsen drew with Juan 


e HUMAN INTEREST STORIES Hernandez. 
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Did You Know? 


SUBSCRIPTION BLANK Sonny Myers is a top golfer and 


Rates: 1 Year $5.00 — Z Years $8.00 in a three day Invitational Tourna- 
ment in Texas won a trophy. 

Milt Olson, of Racine comes from 

a wrestling family. His brother 

Address... ct. Einar is also active in the mat 

sport. Milt has been a professional 
Ci. Zone... State... wrestler for thirteen years. 

Ned Taylor, who came from a 

Mail to farm down in Anderson, Miss., 

T states he first wore shoes when he 

WAYLI, INC. was fifteen years of age. Ned still 

817 GRACE STREET CHICAGO 13, ILLINOIS dislikes footwear and very often 


wears sandals. 
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